North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
4th March 2026 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), John Ellacott, Tim Bennett, Lisa Edwards, and Richard Farrar. 
Also present – Mike Richards (Clerk) 
Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence as all councillors were present.
1. Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Edwards had agreed for her name to be put forward and was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Farrar and was therefore duly elected nem con.
2. Public participation.
 No residents in attendance, and no issues raised.
2.    Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
       Matters arising from the meeting of 7th January 2026.
       a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – As per the decision at the January meeting, Cllr Farrar has 
       now reversed the direction of data capture to record vehicles entering the village. The clerk 
       will attempt to arrange data capture, particularly recording the number of vehicles in both 
       directions.
b) Waste bins – following the recent changes in bin provision (as recorded in the January minutes) it had been agreed to await the reactions of residents and other (bin) users before considering any action. To date, no comments have been received so the issue is deferred for the time being. 
c) “Rigton Crossing” – following the November public meeting, the date of a further meeting in April will be agreed once the availability of key individuals from NYC Highways, Network Rail and NY Police has been confirmed.
             Minutes of the 7th January meeting were proposed as a correct record by Cllr Bennett
             and seconded by Cllr Ellacott.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      3.    Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None.
       4.    Administration
               a) Village Garden – ownership. Due to Cllr Hull’s absence, this matter was again deferred 
             until the next meeting. It was also agreed to explore the possibility of gaining assistance from 
             any willing solicitors in the village.
               b) Councillor vacancy – the Chairman reported that an individual had expressed possible 
             interest – she will continue with the dialogue.
             c) NYC Parish Council Workshops – dates not notified as yet.             
      5.   Finance. 
             a)  Approval of expenditure.     

	PAYMENTS

				
	Since

	28/12/2025

			
	M Richards Jan Sal

				£239.87


	M Richards Feb Sal

				£239.57


	HMRC - PAYE

				£142.37


	HMRC - PAYE

				£142.37


	NRPCC -room hire

				£150.00


	Almond Garden Services

				£219.50


	Almond Garden Services

				£219.50


					£1,353.18



					

	
The clerk then explained again that, due to a change in banking arrangements, it was no longer possible 
to produce printed copies of individual bank payments as previously when Councillors were able to approve 
payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets to which the individual bank payment sheets 
were attached. Councillors had resolved that henceforth a monthly statement (or statements) would be 
provided at each meeting, showing all payments to be authorised (retrospectively) and two councillors would 
sign these statements as authorised. The above 7 payments were then approved with 2 councillors signing 
the bank statements. The clerk also explained that whilst previously the payment approval process ran from 
the date of the previous meeting to the current date, this would no longer be possible as the bank statements 
end on the 28th of the month and any payments between that date and the date of the meeting would not be 
shown (those payments would be included in the next period approval process) Councillors noted.
b) The clerk confirmed that the Council’s budget was on track with no issues to report. 
	
	
	
	


      6.   Planning 
             a) New Applications
             26/00903/ADV - 2no. feather flags. The Square And Compass, Rigton Hill, North Rigton.
             Councillors reviewed the proposals, including the site plan, and had no objections. A NO 
             OBJECTIONS response was therefore agreed.
             b) Decisions
             None notified
             c) Other – Residential caravans, Spring House Farm and Beeston’s Lane. Now formally 
             reported to the Senior Enforcement Officer, requesting firm action.
             d) Unauthorised development off Briscoe Ridge Lane. As above at c)
             Above items 5c) and 5d), to be reported to Head of Area6 Boroughbridge (NYC Highways)
      7.    Governance
             a) Standing Orders
             b) Financial Regulations
             c) Code of Conduct
             d) Risk Assessment
             e) IT Policy
             The clerk had circulated updated versions of the above policies and procedure documents. 
             Councillors will review as necessary and all will be ratified at the May meeting.
       8.   Highways, Footpaths and Verges
              a) High Moor Road – dangerous surface.
              b) Hall Green Lane verges – flooding.
              c) Church Hill – water springing from verge opposite Church.
              d) Water/ice on Rigton Hill.
              Items a) to d) reported to Highways, with a request for acknowledgement and plan of 
              action.
              e) Traffic speeds throughout the village. Request submitted to Highways for the 
              implementation of 20mph zones. Confirmation received that the defined 20mph zones within 
              the village now included on NYC’s overall plan.     
              f) Speed bumps – information regarding the installation of speed bumps sought from NYC. 
              No response received as yet.
      9.  Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) Replacement/repair of gate – update. Cllr Farrar has obtained 2 quotations for a) 
             replacement of the damaged gate and gatepost, and b) for gate/gatepost plus fence 
             surrounding the garden.  Councillors considered all options but it was concluded that the cost 
             of b) was not affordable in the short term and the gate/gatepost replacement should be 
             progressed, with fencing to be considered at a later date.
             b) Allotments – request from a resident.
             Councillors discussed at length, accepting that the Parish Council had a legal duty to provide 
             land for allotments provided that certain conditions were met. All options for providing such 
             land were considered but no obvious solution presented: 
             i) The Council does not own an area or areas of land sufficient for this purpose.
             ii) The cost of acquiring such land (even if available) would be completely prohibitive. 
             iii) Even if land became available, the cost of maintenance (as required under the terms of the 
             Act) would be significant, well beyond the Council’s budget capability.
             Based on these facts, regrettably, the Council is unable to take this matter any further. The 
             clerk will write to the resident explaining the position.
             c) QR code (for donations) Cllr Edwards will obtain further details regarding a service provider 
             and the clerk will explore practical details ie production of the display notice.
             d) “Bradley” bench. Cllr Farrar has refurbished the cast iron side supports and had hoped to 
             use the reconstituted struts from another collapsed bench to complete the reconstruction. 
             Unfortunately, these struts are the wrong size and will not fit.  He will explore other options.
             e) Gazebos and tables. The Chairman had explained the need to replace the gazebos used 
             for the Village Gala.  She will research the best price for suitable replacements of 
             “commercial” quality models. She will forward details to councillors before a decision is taken.
             f) Gala arrangements. Councillors discussed and agreed that, for the future, the Gala would 
             be a joint venture with AVCA, although all income would still be for the benefit of the Parish
             Council.  
      10.  Items for next meeting
             None notified.
Date of next meeting:
                                     Annual meetings – Wednesday 13 May
                                     There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.20
Signed







Chairman

